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BIG  GAME  INVENTORY  FOR  1956 


Compiled  by  Branch  of  Wildlife  Research 
BUREAU  OF  SPORT  FISHERIES  AMD  WILDLIFE 


The  big-game  kill  and  population  estimates  of  this  Inventory 
are  given  as  reported  by  the  States,  based  on  the  best  information 
available  to  them.  The  population  estimates  are  made  as  of  the 
end  of  the  calendar  year.  Total  counts  are  impractical  except  in 
rare  instances j  estimates  are  generally  based  on  trend  counts  — 
partial  counts  repeated  year  after  year.  These  give  some  indica- 
tion of  probable  changes  in  big-game  populations,  but  sometimes 
the  changes  in  inventory  figures  from  year  to  year  are  the  result 
of  changes  in  estimating  methods  rather  than  of  changes  in 
populations . 

The  species  listed  are  free  ranging  and  do  not  include  those 
of  National  parks  or  vildlife  refuges. 
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PART  1.--SPECIES   REPORTED   BY  WESTERN   AND  EASTERN  STATES,  1956 


STATE 


Arizona 

California 

Colorado 

Idaho 

Kansas 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Mexico 

North  D&kota... 

Odahoma 

Oregon. 

South  Dakota... 

Texas 

Utah 

Washington 

Vfyooing 


Alabama 

Arkansas 

Connecticut. . 

Delaware 

norlda 

Georgia 

Illinois  i 

Indiana 

Iowa 

'^   Kentucky 

Louisiana.. .. 

"*  Maine 

^  Maryland 

"  Massachusetts 

Michigan 

^  Minnesota.... 
°^   Mississippi.. 

^   Missouri 

^  New  Hampshire 
"  New  Jersey — 
•*  New  York 
"  North  - 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

South  Car-'"- 

Tennessee 

Vermont. 

Virginia , 

West  Virginia, 

Wisconsin 


om 

Carolina 

ylvania.. 
Island. . 
Carolina 


Total. 


MOOSE 


KiU 


13U  A 


283  F 


510  AC 


NOS 


NOS 
NOS 


NOS 


927 


Pop. est, 


1,600 


3,570 


60 
*3i389 


000 


5/ 
1,300 


50 


20 


12,99li 


ELK 


KiU 


302  AD 
NOS 
8,372  ADF 
15,910  AF 


U,66l  F 


27  D 
385  ABE 


7,088  DF 
50  D 


817  A 

6,100  DF 

13,032  ACF 


NOS 
NOS 


NOS 


NOS 


63,7Ui 


Pop, est. 


5,000 

1,000 

(G) 

80,000 


U3,596 


1*50 

7,500 


U0,000 
1*00 
300 

5,000 

28,000 
35,577 


Uoo/ 

25 


25/ 


250 


2U7,523   680,509 


WHITS-TAILED 
DEER 


Kill 


2,U23  AD 
.......... 

10,980  AF 

NOS 

17,225  F 

351  A 

1,000  ACF 
21,236  ACF 

1,899 
100  C 
10,li78  D 
95,000  ABC 

*i2,025*DF* 
(H) 


10,171 
8,2U9  D 
509  D 
2li8  A 
11,000  AF 
5,000  ABCD 

198  D 

2,667  ACD 

800  AD 

10,500  C 

UO,290  A 

l4,08U  A 

U,la6  D 
76,51*0  F 
69,875  DF 

U,000  iB 

7,900  AD 
10,937  DK 

6,760  D 
72,315  AD 
18,000 

li,200  D 

la,921  D 

2  D 

9,000  C 

2,580  AD 

9,697  D 
20,859  AD 
18,2U5  AD 
36,829  A 


Pop. est. 


27,500 

""(G)* 
55,000 

2,500 

85,060 

(H) 

**8*000 

30,000 

20,000 

1,500 

90,000 

900,000 

5oi666 

(H) 


83,635 

120,000/ 

7,500 

3,000 

U8,000 

37,000 

6,800 
10,000/ 

30,000 

180,000 
23,000 

600,000 

70,000 

200,000/ 

50,000/ 

39,500 

350,000/ 

180,000 

25,000 

300,000 

750 

80,000 

20,000 

150,000 

175,000 
100,000 
$00,000/ 


U,658,7U5 


BLACK  BEAR 


Kill 


60  C 
li,000  C 

32U  ADF 
2,U50  AF 


390  C 


135  ACF 


1,000  C 


6,700  F 
213  AC 


75  c 


NOS 
519  A 


810  F 
500  CD 
NOS 


99  DK 


la.9  AD 
1,000 
NOS 
335  D 


20  C 
7  AD 
270  D 
135  AD 

58  AD 
212  A 


19,731 


Pop. est. 


600 
20,000 

(G) 
12,500 


5,8U5 


1,500 


10,000 


20 

500 
32,000 

2,000 


1*50 


7,000 

12 


5,000/ 
30 

12 

600/ 

10 

3,1*00 

10,000 

12 

1,000 


300 

200 

3,000 

500 

1*50 


116, 9ia 


WILD  TUHKET 


KUl 


1,367  D 
NOS 
363  AD 


1,575  ACF 


Pop. est. 


3,000  C 
270  F 


5,122  I 
311*  D 


16,000  AF 
3,000  ABCD 


""75*BC" 

27 

750  AC 

7,500 

NOS 

1*00 

1,000  AB 
NOS 

'isiooo 

3,100 

18 

'2^506 

NOS 
lU,l*8l  ABC 

'isiooo 

200 

70,000 

1,000  c 

75  AD 

2,U70  li) 

1,21*7  AD 
NOS 


51*,609 


27,000 

1*,000 

(G) 


10 

250 


25,000 
7,875 


100 

li,5oo 
60,000 

100 


2,800 


50,963 
9,000/ 


Sis, 000 
21*, 000 


18,000 
7,500 

6,000 

10,500 

200 


la9,0l*3 


Determination  of  kill:     Methods  used  by  game  wardens  and  technicians  - 
A  -  checking  stations 
B  -  ihteirviews 

C  -  general  field  observations 
State  central  office  met,hods  - 
D  -  license  stubs  or  card  returns 
E  -  ranchers'   coupons 
F  -  questionnaire  to  license  holders 


/  -  minimum  estimate 
NOS  -  no  open  season 


PART   2.-SPECIES   REPORTED   BY  WESTERN  STATES   ONLY,  1956 


STATE 


GRIZZLY 
BEAR 


Kill 


Pop. est. 


MULE  DEER 


Kill 


Pop, est. 


BUCK-TAILED 
DEER 


Kill 


Pop. est. 


PRONGHCBN 
ANTELOPE 


Kill 


Pop. est. 


MOUNTAIN 
CARIBOU 


Kill  Pop. est. 


Arizona , 

ra  California.., 
w  Colorado,..., 

E-i  Idaho , 

<  Kansas ., 

t<   Montana 

M  Nebraska . . . . . 

Nevada , 

a  New  Mexico. . , 
03  North  Dakota, 

Ki   Oklahoma 

Eh  Oregon , 

m  South  Dakota. 

m   Texas 

a  Utah 

Washington. , , 

looming 


Total. 


NOS 
22 


(G) 


50 
"U65 


3  AC 


10 

50 


25,118 
5U,250 
85,138 
60,905 
NOS 
83,2Sa 

6,228 
32,219 
36,000 

7,975 

39 

85,128 

6,352 

2,000 

122,585 

15,000 

52,1*69 


AD 
CD 

ADFH 
AT 

F 

A 

F 

ACF 

ACF 

DF 

D 

DF 

F 

DF 

ACFH 


181*,  000 
520,000 

(0) 
260,000 

500 

296,100 
75,000  H 

150,000 

275,000 
10,000 


56,699  OF 


580,000 


297  D 
NOS 
2,969  AD 

919  A 

NOS 

2?,8l6  F 

7li8  A 

80  D 

1,100  ACE 

1,150  ACD 


375,000 
1*0,000 
15,000 
375,000 
110,000 
125,570  H 


liO,572  DF 


3l*,780  DF 


225,000 


150,000 


318  D 

5,6l6  D 

1,179  A 

1*7  A 


23,013  ACF 


8,500 

2,1*00 

(G) 

8,000 

ItO 

58,971 

1*,000 

3,500 
22,000 

7,000 

'9i666 

15,000 

8,296 

1,700 

180 

105,261* 


25 


575 


67l*,697 


2,811,170 


132,051 


955,000 


60,251* 


253,851 


NOS 


100 


10 


110 


STATE 


Arizona 

""   California... 

w  Colorado 

^   Idaho 

■=*  Kansas 

^  Montana 

"^  Nebraska 

Nevada 

s  New  Mexico... 
«  North  Dakota. 

M  Oklahoma 

E-i  Oregon 

Ki  South  Dakota. 

H  Texas 

s  Utah 

T-ashington. . . 

Vfyoning 


Total. 


PECCARY 
(JAVELINA) 


Kill 


2,236  D 


NOS 


5,000  AC 


7,236 


Pop. est. 


12,000 


11 
1,000 


100,000 


113,011 


BIGHORN 

SHEEP 


Kill    Pop. est. 


6  A 
NOS 
33  ADF 
19  A 

*37  F 

*26  D 
NOS 


1*9  AC 


170 


3,1*00 
1,500 

(0) 
2,500 

1^615 

2)806 

1*00 

18 

*'*3U 
30 
25 
50 


11*,  801* 


MOUNTAIN 
GOAT 


Kill   Pop, est. 


22  AF 
218  F 


77  F 


317 


(G) 
2,800 

'3)696 


7 
280 


5,000 


11,777 


AMERICAN 
BISON 


Kill  Pop. est 


30  A 


30 


ia6 


1*16 


G  -  Colorado:  population  estimates  not  given.  The  population 

trend  of  elk,  white-tailed  and  mule  deer,  and  bighorn  sheep 
is  indicated  increasing,  while  that  of  black  and  grizzly- 
bear,  pronghorn  amtelope,  mountain  goat,  and  wild  tiirkey  is 
similar  to  1955. 

H  -  Colorado  and  Vtyomingj  all  data  of  white-tailed  deer  included 
under  mule  deer,  Nebraska:  population  estimate  of  white- 
tailed  deer  included  with  that  of  mule  deer. 

I  -  Alabama:  Kill  of  wild  turkey  includes  spring  season,  1957. 

J  -  Illinois:  No  data  available. 

K  -  New  Hampshire :  Kill  figure  of  white-tailed  deer  does  not 

include  an  estimate  of  1,000  not  reported  and  51*1*  killed  by 
accident.  Kill  of  black  bear  does  not  include  an  estimate 
of  26  not  reported.  int.-dup.  sec. 


PART   3. --FOREIGN   SPECIES,  1956 


STATE 

EUROPEAN 
WILD  BOAR 

BARBART 
SHEEP 

Kill 

Pop. est. 

Kill 

Pop. est. 

California 

New  Hampshire., 

New  Mexico 

North  Carolina. 
Tennessee 

300  C 
25  C 

'36  A 
55  AD 

850 
25/ 

306 
500 

Tad 

... 

,  a  , 

1*00 

Total 

lao 

1,675 

5 

1*00 

